Aistear Overview

1 Myself

	Lesson 
	Type of play
	Activity

	Look at Me!

My Teacher

My Senses
	Exploratory play 


	· Explore the different features of the face.

· School-themed sensory bin.

· Smelling bottles.

	I Grow and I Change 
	Socio-dramatic play 
	· Role-play taking care of baby.

	My Classroom 
	Constructive play 
	· Build a model of the classroom.

	Young and Old 
	Creative play 
	· Use old and recycled materials to make junk art.


2 Autumn

	Lesson 
	Type of play
	Activity

	The Squirrel

The Hallowe’en Party
	Exploratory play 
	· Explore and sort items associated with autumn.

· Create slime.

	The Story of the Hedgehog
	Manipulative play 
	· Make a hedgehog.

	The Tree 


	Creative play 
	· Leaf rubbings.

	The Park 
	Physical play 
	· Visit a local park and explore the autumn sights and sounds.

	Trick or Treat 
	Socio-dramatic play 
	· Hallowe’en-themed play corner.


3 Homes

	Lesson 
	Type of play
	Activity

	The Builder 


	Socio-dramatic play 
	· Construction site play corner.

	Fionn’s Home 
	Small world play 
	· Use a doll’s house and figurines to explore the different rooms and household items in the home.

	Electricity

What is it Made

From?
	Exploratory play 
	· Explore static electricity by rubbing balloons on different materials.

· Sensory bin – explore and sort different materials.

	The Story of the Three

Little Pigs

This is My Home


	Constructive play 
	· Create different homes using straws, sticks, recycled boxes, card, etc.

· Use construction materials to make homes for dolls and teddies.


4 Winter

	Lesson 
	Type of play
	Activity

	Winter is Here


	! Small world play 


	· Create a snowy scene.



	Fionn’s Snowman Sparky Needs a Drink
	Exploratory play
	· Draw snowy scenes with shaving foam.

· Water play.

	My Winter Clothes 


	Socio-dramatic play 
	· Dressing-up box with winter clothes.

	The Penguin

Rosie’s Christmas


	Manipulative play 


	· Use toy animals to make animal tracks in white play dough.

· Thread beads to create Christmas decorations to hang in the classroom


5 Play

	Lesson 
	Type of play
	Activity

	Play Spaces 
	Games with rules
	· Play some typical indoor games outdoors.

	Old and New Toys 
	Socio-dramatic play 
	· A toyshop play corner.

	On the Move! 


	Small world play
	· Experiment to see how toy cars move on different surfaces.

	We’re Going to the

Playground!
	Physical play


	· Visit a local park, playground or other play space.

	The Story of Play

Dough
	Manipulative play 


	· Make a favourite toy from play dough.

	Let’s Make Play

Dough!
	Exploratory play 
	· Add different ingredients to play dough, e.g. scented oils, glitter, dried flowers, etc.


6 Places

	Lesson 
	Type of play
	Activity

	Ireland 
	Creative play 
	· Make Irish flags using fabric and fibre scraps in appropriate colours.

	Town Mouse and

Country Mouse


	Manipulative play 
	· Use play dough to make the different things that the mice saw when they visited each other’s homes.

	Town Sounds and

Country Sounds
	Exploratory play 
	· Explore the sounds made by a range of musical instruments.

	A Tour of Dublin 
	Socio-dramatic play 
	· Pretend to go on a bus journey to a destination of your choice.

	Growing Up in Dublin 
	Constructive play
	· Build a town or city using construction toys.

	Animal Habitats 
	Small world play 
	· Use toy animals to play in different habitats.


7 Spring

	Lesson 
	Type of play
	Activity

	Spring is Here! 
	Creative play 
	· Make spring flowers.

	The Life Cycle of a

Chicken

Saint Patrick
	Exploratory play 


	· Feed the chickens!

· St Patrick’s Day themed sensory bin.

	Springtime on the

Farm
	Small world play


	· Play at the farm with animals, tractors, a farm house and fences.

	Grow Your Own

Beanstalk!
	Constructive play 
	· Make a ‘beanstalk’.

	Easter Eggs 
	Manipulative play 
	· Find and match egg halves.


8 Transport

	Lesson 
	Type of play
	Activity

	Getting Home from

School
	Small world play 
	· Take a journey around an imaginary town using a car mat and vehicles, small figurines and a train set.

	Magnets

Old and New

Transport
	Exploratory play 


	· Make words using magnetic letters.

· Car wash play.

	The Pilot 
	Socio-dramatic play 
	· Airport-themed play corner.

	Amelia Earhart 


	Constructive play


	· Use Lego, Mobilo or Unifix cubes to create model aeroplanes.

	Design and Make a

Raft
	Creative play 
	· Design a sail for a polystyrene boat.


9 Food

	Lesson 
	Type of play
	Activity

	Staying Healthy 
	Socio-dramatic play
	· Kitchen-themed play corner.

	The Salmon of

Knowledge
	Manipulative play 
	· Make play dough fish.

	Composting and

Recycling
	Creative play
	· Use recycled food containers to create people, animals or objects.

	Frank the Fisherman 


	Constructive play 


	· Use construction toys to build boats in different shapes, sizes and colours.

	Italy 
	Exploratory play
	·  Make coloured spaghetti.

	How Butter is Made 
	Small world play 
	· Make a dairy farm.


10 Summer is Here!

	Lesson 
	Type of play
	Activity

	Summer is Here! 


	Pretend/Sociodramatic

play
	· Dress up for different weather.

	Seán Óg and Fungie 
	Manipulative play 
	· Make sea creatures using play dough.

	At the Seaside 
	Small world play.
	· Create a beach scene.

	The Starfish 
	Creative play 
	· Make starfish outlines.

	Shadows

My Summer Holidays


	Exploratory play 


	· Investigate items that create a shadow.

· Water play using small boats, pouring equipment, stones and sea creatures.


